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Summary of November 8, 1999 Faculty Senate Meeting
CALL TO ORDER
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.
Call for press Identification
2.
Comments from Chair McDevitt
3.
Comments from Chair Kelly
4.
Comments from Provost Podolefsky
CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING

•

729

Request for Emeritus status from John Longnecker, Department of Mathematics.
Bowlin moved (Nelson seconded) to place at the head of the docket out of regular
order. Motion carried. Docketed as item 645.

730

Request that the senate appoint an ad hoc committee to conduct the Presidential
Evaluation. Said committee to consist of Faculty Chair, Faculty Senate Chair,
Graduate Faculty Chair, Graduate Council Chair.
Varzavand moved (Romanin seconded) to docket in regular order. Motion carried.
Docketed as item 646.

731

Request the senate consider the policy on Academic Ethics/Discipline Policy.
Romanin moved (Varzavand seconded) to docket in regular order. Motion carried.
Docketed as item 647.

OLD BUSINESS
Election of senate representative to Health and Safety Committee
Van Wormer nominated herself as a representative to the Health and Safety Committee.
There were no further nominations so Chair McDevitt asked that members of the Faculty
Senate e-mail their nominations to her.
Election of senate representative to Millennium Lecture Series
Countryman nominated (Nelson seconded) McDevitt as the senate representative to the
Millennium Lecture Series. Motion carried. McDevitt was elected as the senate
representative to the Millennium Lecture Series.
CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS
645

•

Request for Emeritus status from John Longnecker, Department of Mathematics.
Countryman moved (Ogbondah seconded) that emeritus status be approved for
John Longnecker, Department of Mathematics. Chair McDevitt thanked
Longnecker for his long service on the Faculty Senate as well as a faculty member.
Motion carried.

•

•
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646

Request that the senate appoint an ad hoc committee to conduct the Presidential
Evaluation. Said committee to consist of Faculty Chair, Faculty Senate Chair,
Graduate Faculty Chair, Graduate Council Chair.
Varzavand moved (Romanin seconded) to approve. Discussion followed.
Cooper entered a friendly amendment to change the request to read: Request that
the senate appoint an ad hoc committee to conduct the five-year Presidential
Evaluation by the faculty. Said committee to consist of Faculty Chair, Faculty
Senate Chair, Graduate Faculty Chair, Graduate Council Chair.
Motion carried to approve the request that the senate appoint an ad hoc committee
to conduct the five-year Presidential Evaluation by the faculty. Said committee to
consist of Faculty Chair, Faculty Senate Chair, Graduate Faculty Chair, Graduate
Council Chair.

647

Request the senate consider the policy on Academic Ethics/Discipline Policy.
Romanin moved (Cooper seconded) that the Faculty Senate adopt the Academic
Ethics Policies: Standards of Academic Honesty as presented by the Educational
Policies Commission.
Motion carried to approve the Academic Ethics Policies: Standards of Academic
Honesty .

ADJOURNMENT
Nelson moved (Countryman seconded) to adjourn.
Motion to adjourn carried
Meeting was adjourned at 3:58 p.m.

Minutes of the University Faculty Senate Meeting
November 8, 1999
1549
PRESENT:

Kenneth Basom, Michael Blackwell, Bud Bowlin, Carol Cooper, Lyn
Countryman, Jim Kelly, Suzanne McDevitt, Lauren Nelson, Chris Ogbondah,
Dan Power, Tom Romanin, Joyce Chen (for Laura Terlip), Richard Utz,
Katherine van Wormer, Shahram Varzavand, Barbara Weeg.

ABSENT:

Karen Couch Breitbach, David Christensen, Jim Jurgenson, Syed Kirmani.

CALL TO ORDER: Chair McDevitt called the Senate to order at 3:20p.m.

•

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Nelson moved (Romanin seconded) that the minutes of October 25, 1999 be approved .
Corrections were made. Minutes of October 25, 1999 were approved as corrected.

•
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CALL FOR PRESS IDENTIFICATION: Jeff Scudder ofthe Northern Iowan was in
attendance.
COMMENTS FROM FACULTY SENATE CHAIR McDEVITT:
Chair McDevitt announced that the Executive Committee of the Senate (Senate Chair, Faculty
Chair and Senate Vice-Chair) is proposing a committee to facilitate the Presidential Evaluation.
Once the committee is approved, a meeting will be scheduled at which a timeline for the
evaluation will be created and reviewed with the Senate.
Chair McDevitt also announced that the undergraduate curriculum package will be brought to the
Senate at the next meeting for approval. The abstracts, rather than the entire documents, will be
included in the next packet as was done in the past.
Finally Chair McDevitt stated that the Faculty Senate will be asked to review the issue of arming
Public Safety, which will probably come forward next term.

COMMENTS FROM FACULTY CHAIR KELLY:

•

Faculty Chair Kelly stated that all faculty should have received the flyer announcing the next
faculty meeting which will be next Monday, November 15, 1999 at 3:30p.m. in Strayer-Wood
Theatre.
Kelly stated that at a future date he would like a discussion concerning the non-voting faculty
and the size ofthe list. Romanin volunteered to participate in this endeavor.

COMMENTS FROM PROVOST PODOLEFSKY:
Provost Podolefsky stated that Governor Vilsack asked all state agencies to describe what they
would do in the event of a 1%, 3%, or 5% budget reduction. It is unknown when or if this will
occur.

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING
729

Request for Emeritus status from John Longnecker, Department of Mathematics.
Bowlin moved (Nelson seconded) to place at the head of the docket out of regular order.
Motion carried. Docketed as item 645.

730
•

Request that the senate appoint an ad hoc committee to conduct the Presidential
Evaluation. Said committee to consist of Faculty Chair, Faculty Senate Chair, Graduate
Faculty Chair, Graduate Council Chair.

•
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Varzavand moved (Romanin seconded) to docket in regular order. Motion carried.
Docketed as item 646.
731

Request the senate consider the policy on Academic Ethics/Discipline Policy.
Romanin moved (Varzavand seconded) to docket in regular order. Motion carried.
Docketed as item 64 7.

OLD BUSINESS
Election of senate representative to Health and Safety Committee
Van Wormer nominated herself as a representative to the Health and Safety Committee. There
were no further nominations so Chair McDevitt asked that members of the Faculty Senate e-mail
their nominations to her. Then an e-mail ballot could be conducted or in the case of just one
more nomination, those two names would be forwarded to the Health and Safety Committee.
Election of senate representative to Millennium Lecture Series

•

Countryman nominated (Nelson seconded) McDevitt as the senate representative to the
Millennium Lecture Series. Motion carried. McDevitt was elected as the senate representative
to the Millennium Lecture Series.
CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS
645

Request for Emeritus status from John Longnecker, Department of Mathematics.
Countryman moved (Ogbondah seconded) that emeritus status be approved for John
Longnecker, Department of Mathematics. Chair McDevitt thanked Longnecker for his
long service on the Faculty Senate as well as a faculty member. Motion carried.

646

Request that the senate appoint an ad hoc committee to conduct the Presidential
Evaluation. Said committee to consist of Faculty Chair, Faculty Senate Chair,
Graduate Faculty Chair, Graduate Council Chair.
V arzavand moved (Romanin seconded) to approve. Discussion followed.
Bowlin suggested that since the Presidential Evaluation covers five years, representation
should consist of past chairs instead of just the current chairs.
Chair McDevitt relinquished the chair to Vice Chair Nelson .

•

Cooper stated that this committee is a sub-group that collects data from the entire faculty.

•
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McDevitt clarified that this is a Faculty Senate evaluation which surveys the faculty
concerning the Presidential Evaluation. Other groups would need to undertake this
process independently. This process is an internal process independent of the Board of
Regents. McDevitt further explained that the committee facilitates the survey to all
faculty with the data entered in a statistics run on a confidential basis at the Center for
Social and Behavioral Research. A summary of the results are presented to the tenure
and tenure-track faculty, the President, and the Chair of the Board of Regents. This
procedure was codified in 1976.
Bowlin questioned why a committee was needed just for a survey of the faculty.
McDevitt stated that the committee is needed to facilitate the faculty survey.
Utz expressed his confidence in a committee consisting of the Faculty Chair, Faculty
Senate Chair, Graduate Faculty Chair, and Graduate Council Chair without adding
additional members.

•

Romanin agreed with Utz and added that there would be an advantage to these key
leaders working as a group rather than any single one. As a group they could support one
another and handle any interpretive questions that could arise .
Utz noted that a fifth member would be advantageous if an issue needed to be voted on.
McDevitt hoped that decisions would be by consensus. McDevitt expressed her
confidence in the committee to work together cohesively as a group. The committee
would look for consultation to the Director of the Center for Social and Behavioral
Research on technical matters. McDevitt also stated her concern to preserve
confidentiality.
Blackwell questioned whether there were other evaluations that contribute to the
Presidential Evaluation.
In response, McDevitt stated that it is the faculty surveying the faculty.
Cooper entered a friendly amendment to change the request to read: Request that the
senate appoint an ad hoc committee to conduct the five-year Presidential Evaluation by
the faculty. Said committee to consist of Faculty Chair, Faculty Senate Chair, Graduate
Faculty Chair, Graduate Council Chair.

•

Motion carried to approve the request that the senate appoint an ad hoc committee to
conduct the five-year Presidential Evaluation by the faculty. Said committee to consist of
Faculty Chair, Faculty Senate Chair, Graduate Faculty Chair, Graduate Council Chair.

..

•
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Vice Chair Nelson returned the chair to Chair McDevitt.

647

Request the senate consider the policy on Academic Ethics/Discipline Policy.
Romanin moved (Cooper seconded) that the Faculty Senate adopt the Academic Ethics
Policies: Standards of Academic Honesty as presented by the Educational Policies
Commission.
Romanin reported that the committee was asked to reformat the policy. In addition, when
the provost's office was notified of the incident it appeared in the previous policy as
being the first time the student was learning of the action taken by the faculty when in
fact, it was just a matter of the way it was stated. The committee made the revisions.
Ultimately, in comparing the documents, Romanin stated that the reformatted policy
reads more clearly. The committee met its charge and there were no substantive changes
made.
Motion carried to approve the Academic Ethics Policies: Standards of Academic
Honesty.

•

•

Nelson moved (Countryman seconded) to adjourn .
Motion to adjourn carried
Meeting was adjourned at 3:58 p.m.
Prepared by Debra Laneville

